
Heritage Tree
Adoption Program

Friends of Curtis Arboretum

August 2025



Heritage Tree Adoption Program
Page 2

Heritage Tree Adoption
Trees are carriers of memory and life spans 

that unite human generations. 
– Robin Wall Kimmerer

Cultures around the world use trees to celebrate notable happenings and 
honor loved ones. Consider adopting a heritage tree at Curtis Arboretum to 
celebrate a birth or marriage, to commemorate a loved one’s death, or to 
recognize a life event such as retirement.

These select heritage trees are all at least 60 years old; some are more than 
a century. They embody strength and endurance. They shelter and feed 
birds, bees, and butterflies. They inspire us with their beauty. Each is in need 
of specialized care to thrive and inspire the next generations.

Your tree-specific donation provides care needed for that heritage, such as 
pruning, root aeration, and fertilizing as identified by a Registered Arborist. 
This care means trees planted a century ago will be here for all to enjoy for 
many years to come (see catalog listings). 

An engraved plaque identifying the tree, naming the person or event you wish 
to honor, and your level of donation will be placed at the base of the tree. Any 
donation made above a specific tree’s needs will be used to support 
reforestation and other restoration efforts by FOCA.

Have questions or want a tour to select a tree? Email 
info@curtisfriends.net
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Heritage Trees
These trees were selected because of their:
• Prominence in representing the Arboretum to visitors
• Impressive characteristics and/or history
• Good health which would benefit from care by a qualified arborist

Aerial view of Curtis Arboretum with tree locations:

Cost to 
Adopt

Size / Level 
of Care

NumberHeritage Tree Name

$6,000❦❦❦❦H201Slippery Elm

$4,000❦❦H202Sawtooth Oak

$5,000❦❦❦H203Northern Red Oak

$5,000❦❦❦H204White Oak*

$4,000❦❦H205Cucumber Magnolia

$4,000❦❦H207Fir with Five Trunks

$5,000
$5,000

❦❦❦
❦❦❦

H208
H209

Willow Oaks: Matched Pair

$3,000❦H210Littleleaf Linden

*In Soldiers Grove in the WWII Curtis Arboretum Valley of Remembrance
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H201: Slippery Elm
Ulmus rubra
Native 

This beautiful native tree at the entrance to Curtis Hall provides food for 
songbirds, and squirrels while also being a host to butterflies and moths. 
Native Americans chewed the sweet, fibrous inner bark to quench thirst, 
and it is still used in throat lozenges. Greenish-red flowers form in dense 
clusters of 5 to 20 flowers up to 1" across on short stems. This tree was 
planted as part of the Olmsted Brothers’ Landscape plan commissioned 
by Mary Louise Curtis Bok.

Tree #H201 Services Needed:
Pruning & Cabling
Fertilize & Vertical Mulch
Airspade to dripline

Minimum Donation: $6,000
❦❦❦❦



Heritage Tree Adoption Program
Page 5

H202: Sawtooth Oak
Quercus acutissima 
Specimen

This stately oak is to the right as you enter the arboretum on the main 
drive. It is native to Japan, Korea, China, and the Himalayas, and has 
been widely planted in the United States to serve as food for wildlife and 
as an ornamental tree. Oak trees support a wide variety of butterflies 
and moths. This oak has a different leaf shape than you’d expect from 
an oak, and a spikey collar around each acorn.

Tree #H202 Services Needed:
Pruning
Fertilize & Vertical Mulch
Airspade to dripline

Total Minimum Donation: $4,000
❦❦
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H203: Northern Red Oak
Quercus rubra
Native

The acorns of red oak (and other native oak species) were an important 
food source for Native Americans. Some tribes are known to have used 
the bark as medicine for heart problems and lung infections. It was also 
used as an astringent, disinfectant, and cleanser. This tree attracts 
butterflies, hummingbirds, moths, pollinators, and songbirds. It also 
tolerates salt and air pollution, making it an excellent tree for urban 
settings. It is located near Curtis Hall.  

Tree #H203 Services Needed:
Pruning
Vertical Mulch
Airspade to dripline
Root Collar Excavation

Total Minimum Donation: $5,000
❦❦❦
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H204: White Oak
Quercus alba
Native

This long-lived native tree is a valuable source of food and habitat. It 
supports a wide variety of butterflies and moths plus small mammals 
and songbirds. The acorns of white oak are edible (to humans) after 
tannins are leached or boiled out.  

This tree is in our "Soldiers 
Grove" which was planted at 
the end of World War II. Every 
tree here represents one of the 
fallen soldiers from 
Cheltenham Township. 

Tree #H204 Services Needed:
Pruning
Vertical Mulch
Airspade to dripline

Total Minimum Donation: $5,000
❦❦❦
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H205: Cucumber Magnolia
Magnolia acuminata
Native

This native tree has one of the largest circumference trunks in the 
arboretum. It blooms with greenish-yellow tulip-like flowers which 
mature into green, warty cucumber-shaped “fruits.” People have used 
immature cucumber tree fruit to flavor whiskey. The seeds are eaten by 
birds and small mammals.

Tree #H205 Services Needed:
Pruning
Airspade to dripline

Total Minimum Donation: $4,000
❦❦
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H207: Fir with Five Trunks
Abies nordmanniana
Specimen

This magnificent fir near the original entry drive to the estate has five trunks 
and was unusual enough to be marked in the Olmsted Brothers’ landscape 
plan. The Nordmann or Caucasian fir is native to Turkey and Iran and is 
often grown in the US for Christmas Trees. It creates 6-inch-long upright 
cones.

Tree #H207 Services Needed:
Pruning
Fertilize
Airspade to dripline

Total Minimum Donation: $4,000
❦❦
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H208, H209: Willow Oak Pair
Quercus phellos
Native

These two native willow oaks frame the patio outside of Curtis Hall and 
appear in countless wedding photos. They are distinguished from most 
other oaks by their long, narrow leaves. Oaks serve as hosts to 
numerous beneficial insects, which in turn provide food for birds. The 
willow oak is a host plant for butterfly larvae (caterpillars) like the white-
letter hairstreak pictured below.

Tree #H208 Services Needed:
Pruning
Fertilize and Vertical Mulch

Total Minimum Donation: $5,000
❦❦❦

Tree #H209 Services Needed:
Pruning
Fertilize and Vertical Mulch

Total Minimum Donation: $5,000
❦❦❦
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H210: Littleleaf Linden
Tilia cordata
Specimen

In Germanic and Norse countries, the linden was the favorite tree of 
Freya, the goddess of love, and Frigga, the goddess of married love and 
hearth. In Scandinavia, the tree was to be avoided at night because it 
was supposedly haunted by elves and fairies. The flowers are rich in 
nectar and attract hummingbirds, bees, and butterflies. The flowers are 
creamy-yellow and hang in clusters. The tree's soft wood creates 
nesting sites for cavity-dwelling birds. Lindens are special to Curtis 
Arboretum because the name of the estate was "Lyndon.“  

Tree #H210 Services Needed:
Pruning

Total Minimum Donation: $3,000
❦
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                                                               Tree Information   

Tree Identification #   

Botanical Name   

Common Name   

Location Notes    

Donor  

Full Name    Donor I.D.  

Address    

Phone #  

Email     

Alternative Contact 

Full Name     Donor I.D.   

Address    

Phone #    

Email    

Adopted For 

Full Name  

Plaque Inscription  
Special Instructions    

Adoption Details 

Date of Adoption   

Amount Donated    Facilitated by  

Other information    

 



ADOPTION DETAILS:
Your donation means that you have adopted the tree for a period of five years. At the end of 
that period, we will have an arborist evaluate your tree. A Friends of Curtis Arboretum board 
member will contact you (the donor) about the cost to keep your tree in excellent condition and 
ask whether you would like to renew the adoption. If no further treatment is needed, the fee for 
another five-year adoption period will be $1000. If we do not hear back from you within three 
months of notification, the tree will be returned to our pool of adoptable trees. 

Your adopted tree may need additional treatment during the five-year adoption period, or it 
may be damaged in a storm. In that case, we will contact you and ask if you would like to cover 
the cost of treatment or if you would prefer to transfer your adoption to another healthy tree at 
no additional cost. We cannot guarantee that any adopted tree will remain in the arboretum if it 
is deemed unsafe due to storm/disease/insect damage. Should your tree be removed for 
safety, curatorial, or plant health reasons, we will contact you as soon as possible to offer a 
replacement for the remaining period of your five-year adoption. 

Thank you for supporting the Friends of Curtis Arboretum! We hope that you enjoy your special 
tree for years to come. Through establishing this unique connection with nature, you allow 
others to do the same. 

Questions contact: 
John Rockwell Hosbach Jr., Urban Forester, FOCA board member
Registered Consulting Arborist #483 ISA Certified Arborist PD-0372
Consultants | Urban Foresters | Planners | Forensic Arborist | Advisors 
Email: John@rockwellurbanforestry.com
Phone: 610-731-7969 

Payment Methods:
By Check (preferred) - Made out to Friends of Curtis Arboretum; write in the memo
“Heritage Adopt-A-Tree” Tree ID# Hxxx
Send to: Friends of Curtis Arboretum , P.O. Box 215, Wyncote PA 19095

By Credit Card – contact 
Donna Wray (FOCA board President) 
Email: donnawwray@gmail.com Phone: 215-692-3333


